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Unit Focus

In this unit, students start with an examination of perseverance in response to adversity. They will analyze the themes confidence, courage,
and compassion through a variety of novels, short stories, and poetry. As a way of concluding the year, students will view, discuss, and critique
a variety of theme-related topics presented in TED talks and other nonfiction media. Students will write their own talk to present findings,
emphasizing specific points and examples in a focused manner. They will then present their talks to the class with effective multimedia
components, eye contact, volume, and enunciation. Primary instructional materials for this unit include: Diary of Anne Frank; Four Perfect
Pebbles; and Miracle of Moreaux (film); Real Kids, Real Stories, Real Change: Courageous Actions around the World, as well as supplemental
short stories, poetry, and non-fiction articles. Honors instruction will vary from standard level in pacing, depth of analysis, and level of student
independence.

Stage 1: Desired Results - Key Understandings
Established Goals Transfer

Common Core
English Language Arts: 7

Apply grade 7 Reading standards to
literature (e.g., "Compare and contrast a
fictional portrayal of a time, place, or
character and a historical account of the
same period as a means of
understanding how authors of fiction use
or alter history"). CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.7.9.A
Cite several pieces of textual evidence to
support analysis of what the text says
explicitly as well as inferences drawn

T1 (T20) Student Lens: Active readers think critically about what they read.
T2 (T1) Teacher Lens: Students will be able to comprehend and engage with a variety of
texts in order to become independent, critical thinkers.
T3 (T21) Student lens: Powerful writers think critically about what they write.
T4 (T2) Teacher lens: Students will be able to thoughtfully produce text for a broad range of
audiences, purposes and tasks.
T5

Students will be able to read, analyze, and create texts to evaluate the ways individuals face
challenges of growing up.

Meaning

Understandings Essential Questions
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from the text. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.7.1
Cite several pieces of textual evidence to
support analysis of what the text says
explicitly as well as inferences drawn
from the text. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.7.1
Come to discussions prepared, having
read or researched material under study;
explicitly draw on that preparation by
referring to evidence on the topic, text,
or issue to probe and reflect on ideas
under discussion. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.SL.7.1.A
Introduce claim(s), acknowledge
alternate or opposing claims, and
organize the reasons and evidence
logically. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.1.A
Analyze the main ideas and supporting
details presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively,
orally) and explain how the ideas clarify
a topic, text, or issue under study.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.7.2
Apply grade 7 Reading standards to
literary nonfiction (e.g. "Trace and
evaluate the argument and specific
claims in a text, assessing whether the
reasoning is sound and the evidence is
relevant and sufficient to support the
claims"). CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.9.B
Determine a theme or central idea of a
text and analyze its development over
the course of the text; provide an
objective summary of the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.7.2
Determine two or more central ideas in a
text and analyze their development over
the course of the text; provide an
objective summary of the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.7.2
Follow rules for collegial discussions,
track progress toward specific goals and
deadlines, and define individual roles as

U1

Thematic: Working through a
painful challenge requires some level of
coping skills to  maintain a sense of
self/sanity.

U2 (U301) Effective readers use strategies
efficiently to locate, integrate, and evaluate
content from diverse sources for various
purposes.
U3

Reading: Craft and Structure: Authors and
speakers can express similar ideas within
and across genres.

U4 (U703) To be effective, written and
spoken text (arguments, explanatory,
narrative) must be supported with sound
evidence, sufficient detail, and/or valid
reasoning.
U5 (U602) Writers and speakers develop,
express, and clarify their thinking in order to
communicate effectively.
U6 (U700) Audience and purpose influence
the structure, language, and style to achieve
a goal effectively.
U7 (U704) Technology is an evolving tool for
researching, producing, and/or sharing
information and ideas.

Q1

Thematic: What do kids do in the face of
adversity?

Q2 (Q201) What are my strategies for
reading this text? How do I know if they are
working? (K-12)
Q3 (Q207) What connections/insights can I
gain by comparing two or more texts? (K-12)
Q4 (Q807) Why and how should I document
my sources? (2-12)
Q5

How do I use features of text or other media
to better comprehend information?

Q6

How do I support my conclusions with
evidence?

Q7

How do I develop and refine my idea(s) into
an effective text using appropriate tools?

Acquisition of Knowledge and Skill

Knowledge Skills

S1

Analyze a film for use of color, music,
costume, make-up, symbolism, and casting

S2

Analyze how various texts based on the same
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needed. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.7.1.B
Support claim(s) with logical reasoning
and relevant evidence, using accurate,
credible sources and demonstrating an
understanding of the topic or text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.1.B
Analyze how particular elements of a
story or drama interact (e.g., how setting
shapes the characters or plot).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.7.3
Analyze the interactions between
individuals, events, and ideas in a text
(e.g., how ideas influence individuals or
events, or how individuals influence
ideas or events). CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RI.7.3
Delineate a speaker's argument and
specific claims, evaluating the soundness
of the reasoning and the relevance and
sufficiency of the evidence. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.SL.7.3
Pose questions that elicit elaboration
and respond to others' questions and
comments with relevant observations
and ideas that bring the discussion back
on topic as needed. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.SL.7.1.C
Use words, phrases, and clauses to
create cohesion and clarify the
relationships among claim(s), reasons,
and evidence. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.7.1.C
Acknowledge new information expressed
by others and, when warranted, modify
their own views. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.SL.7.1.D
Establish and maintain a formal style.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.1.D
Present claims and findings, emphasizing
salient points in a focused, coherent
manner with pertinent descriptions,
facts, details, and examples; use

topic present key information, emphasize
different evidence, and advance different
interpretations of facts

S3

Utilize the writing process to develop an
aesthetic, informational or argumentative
text demonstrating understanding of theme

S4

Analyze main ideas and supporting details in
diverse media and formats

S5

Critique the craft of multi-media
presentations including the following: visuals,
sound, content, pace and engaging the
audience

S6

Use the above components in multi-media
presentations

© Eduplanet21 2018 Page 19 of 22 Report produced on: Tue, January 02, 2018 at 4:06 PM



appropriate eye contact, adequate
volume, and clear pronunciation.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.7.4
Produce clear and coherent writing in
which the development, organization,
and style are appropriate to task,
purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific
expectations for writing types are
defined in standards 13 above.)
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.4
Analyze the structure an author uses to
organize a text, including how the major
sections contribute to the whole and to
the development of the ideas. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RI.7.5
Include multimedia components and
visual displays in presentations to clarify
claims and findings and emphasize
salient points. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.7.5
Provide a concluding statement or
section that follows from and supports
the argument presented. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.7.1.E
With some guidance and support from
peers and adults, develop and
strengthen writing as needed by
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or
trying a new approach, focusing on how
well purpose and audience have been
addressed. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.5
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts
and tasks, demonstrating command of
formal English when indicated or
appropriate. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.7.6
Determine an author's point of view or
purpose in a text and analyze how the
author distinguishes his or her position
from that of others. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RI.7.6
Use technology, including the Internet, to
produce and publish writing and link to
and cite sources as well as to interact
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and collaborate with others, including
linking to and citing sources. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.7.6
Compare and contrast a text to an audio,
video, or multimedia version of the text,
analyzing each medium's portrayal of the
subject (e.g., how the delivery of a
speech affects the impact of the words).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.7.7
Compare and contrast a written story,
drama, or poem to its audio, filmed,
staged, or multimedia version, analyzing
the effects of techniques unique to each
medium (e.g., lighting, sound, color, or
camera focus and angles in a film).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.7.7
Conduct short research projects to
answer a question, drawing on several
sources and generating additional
related, focused questions for further
research and investigation. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.7.7
Compare and contrast a fictional
portrayal of a time, place, or character
and a historical account of the same
period as a means of understanding how
authors of fiction use or alter history.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.7.9
Gather relevant information from
multiple print and digital sources, using
search terms effectively; assess the
credibility and accuracy of each source;
and quote or paraphrase the data and
conclusions of others while avoiding
plagiarism and following a standard
format for citation. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.7.8
Trace and evaluate the argument and
specific claims in a text, assessing
whether the reasoning is sound and the
evidence is relevant and sufficient to
support the claims. CCSS.ELA-
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LITERACY.RI.7.8
Analyze how two or more authors writing
about the same topic shape their
presentations of key information by
emphasizing different evidence or
advancing different interpretations of
facts. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.7.9
By the end of the year, read and
comprehend literature, including stories,
dramas, and poems, in the grades 68
text complexity band proficiently, with
scaffolding as needed at the high end of
the range. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.7.10
By the end of the year, read and
comprehend literary nonfiction in the
grades 68 text complexity band
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed
at the high end of the range. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RI.7.10
Write routinely over extended time
frames (time for research, reflection, and
revision) and shorter time frames (a
single sitting or a day or two) for a range
of discipline-specific tasks, purposes,
and audiences. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.7.10
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